
June 6, 2019
 
NOAH Members, Friends and Colleagues,
 
It is so exciting to think that I will again be with all of you in September at the
NOAH 2019 annual conference in Boston: https://thenoah.net/2019-
conference/ This conference will be extra special for me as it represents my
last conference as NOAH’s first President of the Board of Directors. As I near
the end of my term, I want to take this opportunity to offer my sincere
appreciation to NOAH’s Directors, Committees, Ambassadors, Members,
Supporters and Friends for helping the organization restart in 2016 and
accomplish transformational goals over the subsequent three years. I’m so
impressed with the dedication, professionalism, passion and support of these
volunteer groups that I am compelled to list their achievements with
corresponding links for us to review and reflect upon:
 
NOAH 2016-2019
- Creation of Name, Mission, Vision, Logo and Website:
https://thenoah.net/
 
- Implementation of remote monthly Board and Committee Meetings and
completion of 5 in-person Strategic Planning sessions in Boston, Lexington,
Ohio, and two times in San Diego, coordinated with AMTA, AFTA, NCCATA,
Lesley University, Boston Arts Consortium for Health (BACH), Cleveland
Clinic, University Hospitals, Metro Health, University of Kentucky HealthCare
and NOAH Member collaborative focus groups:
https://thenoah.net/official-statement-joint-meeting-of-the-
national-coalition-of-creative-arts-therapies-associations-inc-and-
the-national-organization-for-arts-in-health/
 
- Founding Memberships: https://thenoah.net/about/noah-founding-
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members/
 
- Conference Partnership Agreement with the Healthcare Facilities Symposium
& Expo
                  2017 and 2018 in Austin:
                  Conference Video: http://bit.ly/noahconference2018
                  Welcome by Renee Fleming: http://bit.ly/reneewelcome
                  Mystery guitarist performs at NOAH open mic in Austin:
http://bit.ly/toddopenmic
                  2019 in Boston: https://thenoah.net/2019-conference/           
 
- Map of the field/NOAH members: https://thenoah.net/map-of-the-
field/#!map
 
- Foundational White Paper Commissioned and Published: Arts, Health and
Well-Being in America: https://thenoah.net/wp-
content/uploads/2019/01/NOAH-2017-White-Paper-Online-
Edition.pdf
 
- Arts in Health Blog: https://thenoah.net/post-news-jobs/
 
- Leadership Summit at Georgetown University in Washington, DC with
published a call to action: Addressing the Future of Arts in Health in America:
https://thenoah.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/NOAH-
Leadership-Summit-Report-October-2018.pdf
 
- Arts in Health Toolkits and Publications: https://thenoah.net/toolkits-
publications/
 
- Foundational Code of Ethics and Standards for Arts in Health Professionals
published: https://thenoah.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/NOAH-
Code-of-Ethics-and-Standards-for-Arts-in-Health-Professionals.pdf
 
- Research Databases: https://thenoah.net/research-databases/
 
- Supporting arts in health during Arts Advocacy Day in Washington DC, 2018
and 2019, in collaboration with AFTA, represented by Naj Wikoff:
https://thenoah.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/NOAH-April-
Newsletter-NOAH-Updates-Member-Spotlights-More.pdf
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- NOAH launches The Hamilton International Arts in Health Awards:
https://thenoah.net/awards/
 
- NOAH Research and Professionalization Lab Video Conference Calls:
https://thenoah.net/event-full-calendar/#!event/2019/6/14/noah-
research-lab
 
- Committees/Chairs: Advocacy/Naj Wikoff, Conference/Annette Ridenour &
Katherine Trapanovski, Governance/Claire deBoer, Professionalization/Ari
Albright, Research/Ferol Carytsas & Jennifer Jose Lo M.D., Regional
Networks/Alan Siegel M.D.
 
- NOAH and Arts in Health Historical Timeline:
https://thenoah.net/about/
 
- NOAH nears 300 Individual and Organizational Members as of 5/19.
Membership voting began in 2018 and in 2019 will include nominations of
board members to the governance committee. Join today!:
https://thenoah.net/membership/#join
 
I wrote to you in 2016 that I felt the field of Arts in Health is experiencing a
renaissance, both in America and around the globe. More and more, people and
institutions, and not only health care or health related institutions, are turning
to the arts as a bridge to transcend boundaries, illuminate ideas, to discover,
and explore more effective ways to live with, inspire, heal and care for each
other. I am even more convinced of this today and have seen first-hand the
expansion of a wide variety of arts in health programs across America.
Examples of two of the programs that have impressed me and I have seen
flourish over the last three years are: The Eastman School of Music and
University of Rochester School of Medicine (Eastman Performing Arts
Medicine): https://www.urmc.rochester.edu/eastman-performance-
medicine.aspx , and Dartmouth-Hitchcock Arts Program:
http://www.dartmouth-hitchcock.org/arts.html I am especially proud
of these programs because, in addition to gaining leadership support across
disciplines in their regions, they proudly recognize that their participation in
NOAH conferences, activities and mentor programs played an important role in
their successes. I have to also mention how proud I was to hear of the $1.5
million grant that the Arts in Medicine Program at NYC Health + Hospitals, run
by NOAH Board Member Linh Dang as their Senior Director, received in 2019
– this is a game changer for New York!:
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https://www.nychealthandhospitals.org/pressrelease/new-arts-in-
medicine-program-to-benefit-patients-staff-and-the-community/
 
Finally, I must reinforce that NOAH is only possible today because of the past
25+ years of sequential national service beginning with the Society of
Healthcare Arts Administrators, leading to the Society for the Arts in
Healthcare, and most recently, the Arts and Health Alliance. I join NOAH in
offering the friends, members and leaders of these organizations our sincere
appreciation for supporting and driving initiatives that have defined the way
the arts are contributing to the healthcare environment, patient experience, and
health of communities today. I am certain that NOAH could not have moved
forward with such momentum and strength without the open arms of
cooperation and support from these organizations as well as support from the
broader arts in health community - for this I am sincerely grateful. Now, I ask
y’all to join me in welcoming, embracing and supporting NOAH’s Second
President, Claire deBoer: https://sites.psu.edu/centerstage/ , as she
formally steps forward during our September Conference in Boston to lead
NOAH in continuing “to unite, advance, and serve the field of arts in health.”
 
Sincerely,
 
Todd Frazier
Composer
Director, System Houston Methodist Center for Performing Arts Medicine
(CPAM)
President, National Organization for Arts in Health (NOAH)
jtfrazier@HoustonMethodist.org
 
P.S. Some photo memories of the last three years below.
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