
Dear Friends and Supporters of NOAH, 

I hope your summer has been a pleasant and productive one!  

The NOAH board has been busy with follow up work from our strategic planning session in 

Cambridge this past June. Plans are currently underway for a second planning session this 

November in Sandusky, Ohio. The American Music Therapy Association is holding their annual 

conference in Sandusky from November 10th-13th, and has graciously offered space for the board 

to meet before the conference begins. Some of the board will be in attendance at the conference – 

please feel free to introduce yourselves and say hello if you will be there! 

We would like to extend a deep thanks to the Americans for the Arts (AFTA) and Misty 

Chambers for their generous assistance over the past several months in sharing Arts in Health 

contacts and information from their stewarded resources from the previous Alliance. Our mailing 

list has expanded, but we continue to work to reach new practitioners and programs, who are 

essential to building a strong Arts in Health coalition across the field. If you know of colleagues 

or programs that would benefit from Arts in Health communications, please refer them to our 

email at director@theNOAH.net so that they can be added to our list. We appreciate your help in 

building this organization. 

Mission and Vision: 

One of the central tasks that the board addressed in our June meeting was that of developing a 

vision and mission for NOAH. Discussion on this topic took place before the meeting and 

continued throughout July. The vision and mission were guided by NOAH’s leading priorities, 

which have shaped our efforts in building the organization thus far: 

 Organizational transparency, both in finances and in communications with membership 

 A guiding emphasis on providing useful services and benefits to members that will equip 

them to transform the field of arts in health 

 Building community, both within and without the arts in health fields, by creating cross-

field connections and encouraging the formation of regional arts in health associations 

 Sharing resources by highlighting the scholarship and innovation of other arts in health 

practitioners and institutions, leading to a greater national awareness of field 

developments 

 Supporting Initiatives in the field of Arts in Health to:  

Broaden national awareness, advocate for expanded resources and opportunities, promote 

best practices and research, support education and training, connect and guide the field. 

 

 After long and careful deliberation, we are proud to announce our vision and mission for this 

organization and its role in the field of Arts in Health: 

NOAH’s Vision: Arts in Health is an integral part of health and wellbeing. 

NOAH’s Mission: To serve and advance the field of Arts in Health. 
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The NOAH Board discussing our Vision and Mission statements in June 

NOAH’s Incorporation: 

 

We are pleased to report that NOAH is currently in the process of incorporating as a nonprofit in 

the state of Texas. Some of our reasons for choosing this location included the presence of a 

board member to function as a resident agent (Todd Frazier), streamlined application 

requirements, and the availability of the organization Texas Accountants and Lawyers for the 

Arts (TALA). TALA provides pro bono legal and financial advice to arts nonprofits based in 

Texas and is guiding us through the incorporation process. 

While we remain under the sponsorship of Arts on Call for the time being, as a transitional 

move, we have opened a separate bank account for our finances. This bank account is overseen 

by our Treasurer, Annette Ridenour, who has engaged the services of a bookkeeper to maintain 

records and provide monthly financial reports to the Board.  

 
Committee Formation: 

 

Over the summer, the board began forming committees to address different needs in the 

organization. These committees include: 

Membership 

Professionalization 

Finance 

Website 

Advocacy  

Fundraising  

Governance  

 

At this time, committees are comprised of board members only. A call for committee 

memberships will be made when additional members are needed. 



NOAH’s Website: 

The board, with the oversight of the Website committee, has been examining options for both a 

full website and an interim landing page site for NOAH. We hope to offer online membership 

signup and benefits as soon as possible, and a landing page would address that need. The process 

of creating a full website is a lengthy one, and the board is committed to developing a site that 

will serve as an online community and practical resource center for NOAH members.  

Field Survey: 

Our Vice-President Claire de Boer has developed a survey that will help us better build resources 

for the Arts in Health field and NOAH membership. Please keep an eye on your inboxes, as that 

will be sent to you in the next several days. 

First National Field Meeting: 

The Board is examining different possibilities for a national field meeting in the fall of 2017. We 

are currently exploring the potential for holding a pre-conference event in conjunction with a 

larger arts or health conference. This would allow for NOAH members to form connections with 

professionals in related fields, and for NOAH to expand conference offerings while maintaining 

a low overhead for this initial event. Please look for more information regarding this conference 

event later this fall, as we plan to confirm details for this meeting during our November session.  

Founding Memberships: 

The Board has created a one-time opportunity for institutions to become Founding Members of 

NOAH. Organizations who take advantage of this opportunity will receive several benefits: 

- Founding Membership listing on the NOAH letterhead for five years 

- Founding Membership listing on the NOAH website for perpetuity 

- Institutional membership for one year, which begins upon receipt of donation and extends 

for one calendar year from the launch of our initial website and standard membership 

options 

Donation levels are available upon request to director@theNOAH.net and vary depending upon 

the size of the organization. Current Founding Members include Aesthetics, Inc., Healing Arts at 

Atlantic Health System, UK Arts in Healthcare, Sanford Arts Vermilion, and Penn State Health 

Milton S. Hershey Medical Center and Penn State College of Medicine. Please contact us if you 

are interested in this one-time opportunity to be a part of NOAH’s legacy! 

 

Opportunities and Events in the Arts in Health Field: 

 

Atlantic Health System and the Healing Arts Coalition Present “Telling Your 

Story Through the Arts” 
October 21, 2016 

Montclair Art Museum 

Montclair, New Jersey 
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Featuring: 

Sharing Stories Through Art: Access Programs at MoMA 
Carrie McGee, Assistant Director of Community and Access programs at the Museum of Modern 

Art 

 

Taking Healing Stories to the Stage: A Panel Discussion with Creators and Playwrights of 

Healing Voices OnStage: Caregivers Stories  
John Pietrowski, Writers Theatre of New Jersey, John Wooten, Premiere Stages at Kean 

University, and Vita Patrick Morales, Playwright;  

Moderated by John McEwen, New Jersey Theatre Alliance 

 

Stories through Movement: The Power of Dance for Health and Healing 
David Leventhal, Teacher and Program Director of Dance for PD ®, Mark Morris Dance 

Group & Dr. Martha Eddy, Founder and Program Director of Moving for Life ® 

And numerous breakout sessions focused on current topics in Arts in Health  

 

For more information and registration, please visit the conference website here: [will be 

hyperlinked in newsletter]http://www.cvent.com/events/7th-annual-healing-arts-coalition-

conference-br-telling-your-story-through-the-arts/event-summary-

ee853ac29bd640f5a35de2041c30e9d7.aspx?_ga=1.246759748.1104994660.1465390339 

 

 

Contact Us: 

Lastly, we apologize to anyone who has experienced issues contacting us at our email address 

director@theNOAH.net. We recently addressed technical issues that were causing some emails 

to repeatedly bounce and the problem is now resolved. 
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Thank you for your continued patience and engagement as we work to provide you with 

resources and membership benefits, and as always please feel free to contact us with any 

questions. 

Best, 

Katie White Swanson 

Administrator, NOAH 

 

 

The NOAH Board: 

 

Executive Committee: 

J. Todd Frazier, President 

Claire de Boer, Vice President 

Naj Wikoff, Vice President 

Barbara Steinhaus, Secretary 

Annette Ridenour, Treasurer 

 

Members at Large: 

Ari Albright 

Ferol Carytsas 

Linh Dang 

Jackie Hamilton 

Maria Lupo 

Katherine Trapanovski 

 


