
Dear Friends and Former Members of the Arts & Health Alliance, 

 

We are happy to announce the formation of a new national arts and health organization with a 

working title of the National Organization for Arts in Health (NOAH). This letter is a solicitation 

for board level leadership in the organization. 

  

The past year has been one of difficult changes and transition as our long-standing professional 

association, the Arts & Health Alliance, dissolved at the end of 2014. We are so grateful to 

Americans for the Arts for their willingness to assist the Alliance during the dissolution process 

and for their continued stewardship of the organization’s resources. This has been a very difficult 

situation for many of the members who have been involved for years, and a great loss to the 

healthcare institutions that have participated in Alliance activities over its decades of existence. 

We believe that a strong national professional association for the arts in health field is needed 

now more than ever. 

  

In response to this need, a group of arts in health professionals met for roundtable discussions at 

the Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston last April. They discussed the challenges, 

opportunities, and lessons learned from the dissolution of the Alliance. The group came up with 

a preliminary list of goals for a new organization that are listed below. 

  

Since May of 2015, a volunteer steering committee has continued the preliminary work needed 

to prepare for the organization’s founding. As an employee of the University of Oregon Arts in 

Healthcare Research Consortium, I have been assisting with administrative tasks and 

communications for the group. Once the organization incorporates I will continue my work as 

administrator in a part-time, paid position. As a result of the roundtable discussions and the work 

done by our steering committee and administrator this year, we are now ready to go forward with 

the official launch of the National Organization for Arts in Health. 

  

The initial objectives of the organization will be as follows: 
   

1. Supporting certification for artists in healthcare, arts in health consultants, and healthcare 

institutions hosting arts in health programs. 

2. Supporting the formation of regional arts in health professional networks. 

3. Encouraging communication and collaboration between arts in health professionals 

throughout the nation. 

4. Advocacy on regional and national levels for the field of arts in health. 

  

Our first step towards beginning this work is to solicit applications for board memberships. The 

board will establish bylaws, develop organizational structure, and set priorities for NOAH. As 

NOAH’s goals become more defined, board members will be requested to lead subcommittees 

that will work on specific tasks or issues. A call for subcommittee members will be made after 

needs are identified. 

  



Board membership requirements include: 
   

1. Availability for 2 hours of conference calls each month. 

2. Willingness to head a subcommittee. 

3. Ability to travel up to two times annually for board meetings on personal expenses. 

  

Any interested persons are encouraged to apply for a board membership. Previous experience or 

membership in the Arts in Health Alliance is not a requirement. Applications will be judged on 

experience, skills, and compatibility with the needs of the organization. There will be nine board 

members and all positions are open. The board will consist of a Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary, 

Treasurer, and five Members at Large. 

 

Applications should consist of:  

 A current resume 

 A one-page personal statement  

o Describe your willingness and ability to attend board meetings, commit to 

conference calls, and head a subcommittee if needed. 

o Provide examples of your contributions and commitment to the arts in health 

field, experience on professional boards and a statement of how you will add 

value to the Board. 

 Supporting materials such as publications, press, website etc. (Optional) 

Please submit your applications in PDF format titled “Name_Board” to director@thenoah.net 

by 5pm PST on Tuesday, December 15th. If a specific position is desired, please note that in 

your application. 

 

If you are not interested in becoming a board member but would like to become involved with 

NOAH, please stay tuned for upcoming announcements. We will be providing information 

regarding general membership, calls for subcommittee members, and other developments as they 

arise. 

 

Please save the date for the Americans for the Arts conference in Boston, Massachusetts: 

June 17-19 and possible NOAH symposium on June 16, 2016. There will be an opportunity to 

meet with arts in health professionals for networking and discussion. Discussions are underway 

with Americans for the Arts as to whether this symposium will function as a pre-conference 

event or as an independent meeting, and details will be provided when they are confirmed. We 

are grateful to Americans for the Arts for their continued support of the arts in health field. 

 

Please feel free to contact us at director@thenoah.net with any questions you may have. We look 

forward to working together to provide resources for this exciting and growing field! 
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Sincerely, 

Dr. Katie White 

Administrator, National Organization for Arts in Health 

director@thenoah.net 

  

  


